
Actions To Educate The Community, 
The Politicians

And To Publicize The Issues

This is a summary of some of our activities

Graniteville 

June 2017 - Present



Our first 
sidewalk event, 

summer of 
2017



Protect the Graniteville Wetland
Winter of 2017 





Our CWF community 
meetings began at a 
local church, in June 

of 2017. 

ÅWe are very grateful to The 
Reformed Protestant Dutch 
Church  for the  use of this 
space.



Fund Raising 

Saturdays on 
South 

(Asking for  
donations from 
drivers in passing 
cars and 
pedestrians on 
South Ave)



Saturdays 

on South

Publicity



Fun Raising

Organized by CWF 
member Janet McKee.

We shared food, showed 
slides, danced, had lots 
of fun and made some 

money.
December 9, 2018



Three Educational Forums At The 
South Avenue Library

1. Flooding and You

South Ave Library, April 28, 2018

2. How To Survive an Emergency ïFlooding

With Jill Cornell from NYC Emergency Management

September 22, 2018

3. Flooding: Let's Plot Together 

With Jill Cornell from NYC Emergency Management

We learned to map the locations of Granitevilleôs key resources for 
local evacuation centers, cooling centers, higher ground, food resources, 
gas stations, where disabled and those on oxygen, live.



Third Educational Forum
South Avenue Library



Fourth Educational Forum 
Snug Harbor- Richmond Terrace

ÅJuly 14, 2019

ÅGuest speaker: Carl Alderson 

from NOAH

ÅSee Section Photos and Videos ï
Videosfor his talk

ÅBanner donated by A2 (See next 
photo slide)

https://www.sicwf.org/category/videos/
https://www.sicwf.org/category/videos/
https://www.sicwf.org/category/videos/




Supporters and Funders 2017-Present

ÅThe Coalition for Wetlands and Forests (CWF) joined The 
Anthropocene Alliance (A2) in 2017 after being introduced to 
Elizabeth Rush author of Rising, a book on sea level rise. We were 
introduced to her by a local hero while we were collecting donations 
on South Ave 

ÅA2 has played a significant role in encouraging, educating and funding 
CWF since 2017. 

ÅOther funders:

ÅVarious community groups on SI.

ÅThe Rose Foundation

ÅCitizenôs Committee for NYC



Informing our electeds of  the benefits of our 
freshwater, vernal pool, forested wetland and the  
dangers to the Graniteville Environmental Justice 
(EJ) community if this wetland is lost.

The woman in the photo below is Saman Mahmood. She was a staff 
member in the office of former Representative Max Rose. Linda 
Cohen, a member of CWF and Gabriella Velardi-Ward, co-founder and 
director of CWF, are also in the photo.

ÅThrough the years, CWF visited many offices of our elected, 

ÅSee next slide for details.



ÅCWF visited the offices of:

2017-Present

(Some multiple times)

ÅFormer City Council Member Debi 
Rose

ÅFormer State Senator Diane Savino

ÅFormer State Assembly Member 
Michael Cusick

ÅState Assembly Member Charles 
Fall 

ÅFormer Representative  Max Rose.

Continued on next slide:



Continued from previous slide. 
CWF visited the offices of the following:

(some multiple times)

ÅFormer NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer

ÅCWF could not get an appointment with Boro President Jim Oddo. We 
met him at the Staten Island Resource Fair. He did not want to speak 
with us and walked away.

ÅGabriella spoke with Mayor Bill de Blasio, at least twice, once at a 
Resource Fair and once at a Town Hall meeting. He acted as if he 
didnôt know anything about the destruction of the wetland. But he 
knew all about it. His lawyers were the same lawyers as the 
developerôs lawyers.

ÅAfter the pandemic we met with some electeds on Zoom. NY State 
Assembly member Sam Pirozzolo and NY State Senator Jessica 
Scarcella- Spanton were among them.



Various Events



Earth Day Event:
April 24, 2021

ÅA 500- person March on Forest 
Ave. to the Wetland and a 500-
person Rally at the wetland, 

ÅBeing an EJ community we had 
speakers from many different 
ethnicities and races. 

ÅAli Stoffo organized the March 
and Gabriella Velardi-Ward and 
Catherine Skopic organized the 
Rally.  

ÅSee the following photos:













On their way to the 
Rally on Earth Day





ÅAli Stoffo 
Organizer of the

March
(Carrying the bullhorn)



Opening of the 
Rally
Gratitude for the 
Marchers. 
Danger to the trees. 
Intro of speakers and the 
entertainers.
Follow us. We are not 
giving up.

Gabriella Velardi-Ward and 
Catherine Skopic organizers of 
the rally. 





Many speakers



Many entertainers





Demonstration at 
Governor Andrew 
Cuomoôs office in 

Manhattan

July 7, 2021



Demonstration in front of 
Gov. Andrew Cuomoôs 
Manhattan office. 

ÅDemonstration at the office of 
Gov Cuomo
ÅManhattan, NYC

ÅNon-Violent direct action

ÅWe tried to deliver a box full 
of letters to the Governor, 
but no one was in the 
offices. 

ÅThank you to all who 
attended, some coming from 
long distances.









ÅCopy and Paste flyer here

Candlelight Vigil

July 28, 2021

This ecumenical candlelight vigil 
was held shortly before the 
forested wetland was destroyed 
resulting in the flooding of the 
Graniteville communities.

Destruction of forest and 
wetland- Summer of 2021

Flooding of Graniteville ïFor 
first time ever ïSeptember 1, 
2021



ÅGabriella is a Roman 
Catholic Woman Priest as 
well as an architectural 
designer and photographer. 
The candlelight vigil was 
ecumenical.

ÅSee the forest in the 
background. It was cut down 
shortly after the vigil. 

ÅSee the script for the Vigil 
Program on this website.

https://www.sicwf.org/candlelight-vigil-service-july-28-2021/
https://www.sicwf.org/candlelight-vigil-service-july-28-2021/


Non-Violent Direct Action


