Actions To Educate The Community,
The Politicians
And To Publicize The Issues

This Is a summary of some of our activities
Graniteville

June 201 % Present



Our first
dewalk event

7

summer of

2017



Protect the Graniteville Wetlan
Winter of 201
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Our CWF community
meetings began at a
local church, in June

of 2017.

AWe are very grateful to The
Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church for the use of this
space.




Fund Raising

Saturdays on
South

(Asking for
donations from
drivers in passing
cars and
pedestrians on
South Ave)
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Saturdays
”*BAW | on South
Publicity




Coalition for Wetlands & Forests Presents:
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Liedy’s Shore Inn -
748 Richmond Terrace,
Staten Island, NY

Proceeds benefit The Coalition for Wetlands
& Forest’s efforts to save The Graniteville
Wetlands Forest—18 acres of mature trees
A00) on South Avenue threatened by a

Big Box Store, gasoline station and 835 car
parking lot. These trees protected the
Graniteville neighborhood from the floods of
Superstorm Sandy and are vital to prevent
Sfuture flooding from climate change, storm
surge, and flooding. We do not want to lose
our homes and perhaps even our lives!

Raffles & 50/50
Food & Speclalty Drinks
D) Eﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬂmﬂ%ﬁﬂ@

Larry Liedy will be

honored...

i S
for his support of environmental cause

taten Island and will perform as

onS ‘
himself and Elvis Presley!

Fun Raising

Organized by CWF
member Janet McKee.
We shared food, showed
slides, danced, had lots
of fun and made some

money.
December 9, 2018



Three Educational Forums At The
South Avenue Library

1. Flooding and You
South Ave Library, April 28, 2018
2. How To Survive an Emergency Flooding
With Jill Cornell from NYC Emergency Management
September 22, 2018
3. Flooding: Let's Plot Together
With Jill Cornell from NYC Emergency Management

We | earned to map the | ocations
local evacuation centers, cooling centers, higher ground, food resources
gas stations, where disabled and those on oxygen, live.
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Third Educational Forum
South Avenue lerary

(1 of 4) +  Automatic Zoom

STORM PREP—PAKRT 2

Educational Forum for Residents at Risk
with NYC Emergency Management

FI.OODING: l

LET’S PLOT TOGETHER

Saturday, Dec 1, 2018 from 1pm- 3pm
Mariners Harbor Library




Fourth Educational Forum
Snug Harbor- Richmond Terrace

C)a/ition_/br M/etlands and El'exts
Aduly 14, 2019
uly 14,

Climate Change and Flooding:

Stapleton t[grf}lraniteville AGueSt Speaker Carl Alderson

Where: Snug Harbor 1000 Richmond Terrace, Building P

When: July 14,2019
Time: 12 noon to 4 pm ro | I I

All are welcome, especially if you live in a flood plain or near the water.
Light snacks will be provided. We encourage you to bring your own cup.

L] L] (]
Videos will be shown. Speakers will discuss implications of climate change. We'll AS e e S e Ct I O m h Ot O S a n d VI d e O S
help you find your own flood risk. Let’s discuss what we can do to protect

ABanner donated by A@ee next
photo slide)



https://www.sicwf.org/category/videos/
https://www.sicwf.org/category/videos/
https://www.sicwf.org/category/videos/




Supporters and Funders 201+/Present

AThe Coalition for Wetlands and Forests (CWF) joined The
Anthropocene Alliance (A2) in 2017 after being introduced to
Elizabeth Rush author étising a book on sea level rise. We were
Introduced to her by a local hero while we were collecting donations
on South Ave

AA2 has played a significant role in encouraging, educating and funding
CWF since 2017.

AOther funders:

AVarious community groups on Sl.

AThe Rose Foundation

ACi ti zends Committee for NYC




Informing our electeds of the benefits of our
freshwater, vernal pool, forested wetland and the

dangers to the Graniteville Environmental Justice
(EJ) community Iif this wetland Is lost.

The woman in the photo below is Saman Mahmood. She was a staff
member in the office of former Representative Max Rose. Linda

Cohen, a member of CWF and Gabriella Velafhard, cefounder and
director of CWF, are also in the photo.

AThrough the years, CWF visited many offices of our elected,
ASee next slide for details.



ACWE visited the offices of:

201 ~Present

(Some multiple times)

AFormer City Council Member Debi
Rose

AFormer State Senator Diane Savino

AFormer State Assembly Member
Michael Cusick

AState Assembly Member Charles
Fall

AFormer Representative Max Rose.
Continued on next slide:




Continued from previous slide.
CWEF visited the offices of the following:
(some multiple times)

AFormer NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer

ACWEF could not get an appointment with Boro President Jim Oddo. We
met him at the Staten Island Resource Fair. He did not want to speak
with us and walked away.

AGabriella spoke with Mayor Bill de Blasio, at least twice, once at a
Resource Fair and once at a Town Hall meeting. He acted as if he
di dnot know anything about the
knew all about it. His lawyers were the same lawyers as the
devel oper o0s | awyer s.

AAfter the pandemic we met with some electeds on Zoom. NY State
Assembly member Sam Pirozzolo and NY State Senator Jessica
Scarcella Spanton were among them.




Various Events



NITEVILLE WETLANDS
RTH DAY MARCH & RALLY

Saturday 4/24 | 12 PM | Staten Island, 10303
Starting: Forest Avenue & Richmond Avenue

Ending: with Rally at Forest Ave & Morrow St

Celebrate Earth Day this year by
showing up for an important
local cause: Save the Graniteville
Wetlands from being developed
into a BJ's Wholesale Store.

5

(@) €) @saveGranitevilleWetlands
oL
o

") @MarchForWetiand

Earth Day Event:

April 24, 2021

AA 500 person March on Forest
Ave. to the Wetland and a 500
person Rally at the wetland,

ABeing an EJ community we had
speakers from many different
ethnicities and races.

AAli Stoffo organized the March
and Gabriella VelardWard and
(Rialtlherlne Skopic organized the

ally.

ASee the following photos:
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& Rally on Earth Day







AAli Stoffo
Organizer of the
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Opening of the

Rally

Gratitude for the
Marchers.

Danger to the trees.

Intro of speakers and the
entertainers.

Follow us. We are not

giving up.

Gabriella Velardiward and
Catherine Skopic organizers of
the rally.
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Many speakers
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SAVE THE GRANITEVILLE WETLANDS

Date: Wednesday, July 7, 2021
Time: Gather at 4:30pm
Demonstration begins at 5pm

Location: Gov Cuomo's office 633 3rd Ave, Manhattan,
between E 40th St and E 41st St

Bring signs and banners, family, friends and your
organizations and join the Coalition for Wetlands and
Forests in demanding environmental justice for the
people of this low income community.

Stop the destruction of the Graniteville forested wetland
in Staten Island.

Demonstration at

Governor Andrew

Cuomoos
Manhattan

July 7, 2021

O f



e Demonstration in front of
e Gov. Andrew Cu:
| 7 Manhattan office.

AWe tried to deliver a box full
of letters to the Governor,
but no one was In the
offices.

AThank you to all who
attended, some coming from
long distances.













Photo credit: Gabriella Velardi-Ward

Crcation, throbbing with 5Pirit. Crcation throbbing with life.
Viriditas!

Come to our ecumenical candlelight vigil. Join us in prayer,
good energy and awareness of the life

of the forested wetland, which desires our protection!

Who: All who care about saving the trees, the soil and the other beings
who live in and around the forested wetland. Join us, people of
faith, people who question and people of no particular faith. Join
us, Sacred People!

What: Ecumenical Candlelight Prayer Vigil

When: Wednesday, July 28™ at 7:30 pm

Where: Morrow Street and Forest Ave. Next to the theater.

Why:  Because Creation has a right to live. Because we are Creation.
Because our essence is Love.

Bring: Candles, flame or battery operated, flashlights, an open heart and
an open mind. Bring your dreams and aspirations for the future of
this Sacred earth!

Candlelight Vigil

July 28, 2021

This ecumenical candlelight vigil
was held shortly before the
forested wetland was destroyed
resulting in the flooding of the
Graniteville communities.

Destruction of forest and
wetland- Summer of 2021

Flooding of Graniteville T For

first time ever i September 1,
2021



AGabiriella is a Roman
Catholic Woman Priest as
well as an architectural
designer and photographer.
The candlelight vigil was
ecumenical.

ASee the forest in the
background. It was cut down
shortly after the vigil.

ASee thescript for the Vigil
Program on this website



https://www.sicwf.org/candlelight-vigil-service-july-28-2021/
https://www.sicwf.org/candlelight-vigil-service-july-28-2021/

Non-Violent Direct Action



